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“When Will Elim Open It’s Doors?” 
“The Building is Closed.  The Church is Open.” 

 

 

That is the question on everyone’s mind.   This is an 

especially pointiest question when we see churches 

from other denominations opening their doors and  

inviting the community to come inside and worship.  

Why can they and not us?   

 

In June the Elim Church Council reaffirmed it’s decision 

to keep the church building and the parking lots closed 

to activities until at least September.  This decision did 

not come easily.  Their reasoning for making this  

decision included; 

1. Our Synod office has strongly encouraged churches 

to remain closed until Covid-19 has peaked or a 

treatment is found. 

2. Elim has a large number of active members who are  
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How Long? 

Pastor Hagen and Deb Westerberg continue to work from 

home and at this time are not maintaining regular office 

hours.  Pastor Hagen can be reached by calling or texting: 

218-391-5745.   

Contact Us 
 

Give us a call for more  

information.  

 

Elim Lutheran Church  

6101 Cody Street  

Duluth, MN  55807  

 

(218) 624-2690  

info@elimlc.com  

Pastorhagen@elimlc.com  

DebW@elimlc.com  

 

Visit us on the web at:  

www.elimlc.com  
 

 

 

 

in the age group that the CDC has 

cautioned to stay home.  These are 

likely the same members who would 

be most faithful in coming to  

worship when Elim opens its doors. 

3. For the health and safety of Elim’s 

staff who would be interacting with 

those who come. 

4. Elim members who are doctors and 

nurses who strongly recommended 

not opening the church at this time. 

5. To help keep the infection curve as 

low as possible in our families and 

neighborhood. 

 

There is no easy answer to when Elim 

should open its doors.  With the  

occurrence of Covid-19 increasing 

across the country, and in St. Louis 

County, it may be awhile yet before it is 

safe to congregate.  Regardless of what 

other churches are doing, the decision to 

keep the building locked down was 

made for your health and safety.   

Eventually, this too will pass and the 

doors will be opened.  Until then, stay 

well. 
 

 



 

 

To our friends and family at Elim, grace and peace be with you from God 

our Father and the Lord, Jesus Christ.  

 

Covid-19 has changed a lot in our lives over the past four months.  We 

have had to learn new ways to interact with each other.  Wearing a 

mask has become commonplace and may be with us for a long time to 

come.  Shaking hands, staying 6’ apart, sanitizing areas we touch, and 

having our church building closed to activities are just a few of these 

changes.  To our credit, we have accepted these new patterns and have 

kept the virus mostly at bay in Duluth.  Thank you for your patience and 

continued efforts.  Please continue to stay safe and well.  

 

Along with this newness in how we live has come a rethinking of what it 

means to be “church” and how church is done.  For as long as we can 

remember “church” was the place we went to worship and socialize.  

Church was a family of believers who knew that “it” would always be 

there if we needed it to be.  But with the building being shut down we 

have had to re-examine what church is and what church does.  

 

Right from the beginning Elim has maintained its strong ministry to you 

and the community around us.  This is expressed in Pastor Hagen ’s 

words, “The building is closed but the church is open”. Weekly worship 

continues, though now it is done virtually.  Holy Communion is shared, 

though it is now done around your kitchen table or in your living room.  

Fellowship time continues after worship on Sunday mornings and on 

Wednesday evenings using Zoom meetings.  Prayer is offered, though 

oftentimes it is over the phone.  Ministry continues and many of these 

new patterns will likely continue long after we open the doors of the 

building again.  These are all examples of how we are learning new   

patterns of living due to Covid -19.  

 

Another new pattern that Elim ’s Council is working out is how the    

congregation can continue to support these new ways of doing ministry 

while the building is closed and, at the same time, maintaining our large 

church building that holds so many memories and hopes for the future.  

 

One of the ways the Council has done this is through applying for and 

receiving approximately $35,000 from the government ’s Payroll         

Protection Plan (PPP).  This loan program allows small businesses to  

receive a 1% low interest loan to cover the costs of keeping employees 

working and salaries paid, and for paying some of the utility costs for 

two months.  If the funds are used for these purposes the government 

will forgive the loan.  Receiving this loan has greatly assisted your  

Council manage our ministry ’s expenses since May 15.  But, as you can 

see, we are now at the end of our two months and the funds are used 

up. 

LOCK DOWN UPDATE  

 

In order to better manage 

the decision to keep Elim 

closed until at least  

September the Church  

Council has implemented the 

following;  

1.  New keys to the outside 

doors have been made.   

Currently, only staff  

members and a  

representative from 

Home Instead Senior 

Care have keys.  If you 

previously had an        

outdoor key we ask that 

you please turn it in by 

placing it in the outside 

mail slot by the lower 

level door.  If you would 

like to receive a new key 

when Elim reopens, you 

are aske to contact  

Pastor Hagen.  Your 

name will be included in 

a list of people  

requesting keys.  The list 

will be presented to the 

Council for their review 

once the doors reopen.  

2.  Members and friends are 

reminded that not only is 

the Church building 

closed to activities but 

so are the parking lots 

and grounds.  This  

decision was made for 

the safety of our  

members and to help 

stop the spread of Covid -

19.  Any person or group 

ignoring this decision 

does so against the  

direction of the Elim  

Lutheran Church Council 

and takes total  

responsibility for the 

risks involved and any 

harm incurred from their 

actions.   

With gratitude for the PPP funds that have seen us through the past   

couple of months an opportunity for another new pattern in our life is 

presented to us as a congregation.  The ministry expenses that PPP paid 

for are now ours.  The challenge is, how to maintain and even grow our 

gifts and offerings to the ministry of Elim Lutheran Church while we are 

not physically worshipping together.  The old pattern that has moved 

much of our giving in the past is to make an offering when we are at   

worship and the plate is passed.  Though that pattern may one day be 

available again, it is not available now.  This has caused a significant   

reduction in regular giving to Elim.  Once again, without our willingness 

to accept new patterns in our life, this time as it relates to our giving, 

Elim’s future may be greatly different than what we ’ve had in the past.   

 

The Church Council asks the congregation to remember that many of our 

church’s expenses continue even though the building is closed to        

activities.  Some of the reduction in our regular giving may be the  result 

of members losing their jobs.  We pray that this situation in their life will 

soon change.  Yet, we also suspect some of it may be because we are not 

meeting together and so we forget to give.  As your Council we are    

dedicated to turning this trend around in order that Elim ’s ministry can 

continue.  

 

One of the best ways we have found to balance out our giving is using 

electronic giving.  The Council realizes there is apprehension to trying 

something new when it comes to church offerings, but if this pandemic 

has taught us anything it is that new patterns of life are  inevitable and 

not all that bad.  Scanning the QR Code to the left or on the back of this 

newsletter will bring you to Elim ’s giving page where you can make a one

-time donation, or you can sign up for ongoing  donations.  It is totally in 

your control and it is secure.  If you are currently not using this           

opportunity, your Church Council asks you to reconsider and try it.  If 

enough members sign up, Elim will receive a regular and predictable   

offering, much like what putting your envelope in the offering plate on 

Sunday morning provides.  

 

If you choose not to try electronic giving please remember to give       

regularly in support of your church ’s ministry.  Maybe put a reminder on 

your calendar or put up post -it-notes to remind you to give regularly.  

Anything you can do is greatly appreciated.  

 

Elim will come through this.  It may take a little longer than we would 

like but God promises in Isaiah 55:11, “My word that goes out from my 

mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire 

and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”  

 

With all our help Elim ’s ministry will be stronger and better able to meet 

the new patterns of our society than we were before.  Let us use this 

time as a time for learning these new patterns of life.  They can help us 

meet the opportunities God is placing before us.  The world needs what 

we have to offer.  With God ’s grace and guidance, and your help, Elim 

will come out of this stronger.  

 

Elim’s Church Council  

VIRTUAL WORSHIP HAS 

BEEN A GREAT SUCCESS!  

 

Since Elim began using virtual 

worship on Sunday mornings it 

has seen between 30 and 50 

people log in and participate.  

Granted, this form of worship is 

not the same as gathering  

together but until that is again 

available, it has been well  

received.  Sam has been  

providing music, members have 

read the lessons, and we have 

even had some special music 

from some of Elim ’s talented 

singers.   

 

To participate you can  

1.  Download the Zoom app and 

get a password from Deb W. 

that will allow you access.  

Once in you can decide 

whether or not you want to 

be seen.  Or, if you prefer, 

you can call a phone number 

and participate on your 

phone.   

2.  Either way you will be  

connecting with your church 

family.   For more  

information please contact 

Deb W.  

 

 

 

A Special Letter 

 to Members of Elim Lutheran 

Church  


