
 

ELIM HEADS TO BILLINGS, MONTANA! 
JULY 18-25, 2020 

 

WHY SERVICE LEARNING CAMPS? 

This year we are going to arrange our trip through Service Learning Camps.  Service Learning Camps 
helps groups coordinate service learning trips to a variety of locations – Minneapolis, Duluth, Denver, 
Toledo, and Billings.  They started up a few years ago under the lead of a retired ELCA youth 
director/deacon.  They have grown by leaps and bounds over the past few years as they provide quality 
experiences to serve and learn. 

Service Learning Camps will secure the housing site, showers, and service learning opportunities.  Our 
group will coordinate meals, evening activities, and bible study/debriefing/worship.  If our group needs 
some downtime, we can make that happen.  If we want to switch something up or take a day off in the 
middle of the trip to explore the area, we can do that.  It’s a bit of a change from Youthworks but I’m 
excited for the opportunities and flexibility Service Learning Camps will provide for our group.  

(Full disclosure, I am the Duluth coordinator for Service Learning Camps.) 

 

ABOUT BILLINGS, MONTANA 

Billings, Montana is the largest city in the state of Montana with a population around 109,000 people.  
It’s located in the south-central portion of the state, where I-90 and I-94 come together.  It started out 
as a railroad hub and it quickly became the region’s economic hub.  It’s a major trade and distribution 
center, it’s an energy center (large oil and natural gas fields), has a rapidly growing medical corridor, and 
lots of other industry. 

The Yellowstone River runs through Billings.  There are two part of the town – on one edge are the Rims 
or Rimrocks, a 500 foot cliff that overlooks the other area, downtown.  The city is known as the 
“trailhead” of Montana – located just west of Billings are the mountain ranges and Yellowstone National 
Park, just over the Beartooth Pass. 

 

 



Areas that we may serve and/or learn:   

 Food Bank 
 Shelters 
 Nursing Homes 
 Youth Programs 
 Conservation/Environmental  
 Some place else that we can be open to! 

 

WHO CAN ATTEND? 

The trip is open to those currently in 6th-12th grade.  Be ready to serve, live in close quarters with others, 
be up to a long car ride, and be open to ways that you can learn and grow in your faith and how you 
might serve others!  The expectation is that you will attend planning meetings (dates below) and help 
with fundraisers. 

Depending on how many youth register, we will be looking for up to 3 adults to be adult leaders with 
Deb.  Job requirements for the adults:  be willing to love these kids and lead them in the midst of long 
car rides, hot days, and close quarters!  It’s not a vacation, but it’s worth it to see how these kids (and us 
adults!) can grow in faith!  Also, the expectation is that the adult leaders will attend the group meetings 
(dates below) and help with fundraisers. 

 

PROPOSED SCHEDULE 

Saturday, July 18: Leave Duluth/Spend the night in Bismarck, ND 
Sunday, July 19:  Attend worship in Bismarck, ND.  Continue trip to Billings 
Monday, July 20 - Friday, July 24: Serve in Billings 
Friday, July 24: Mid-day Depart Billings/Spend the night in Bismarck, ND 
Saturday, July 25:  Leave Bismarck, ND.  Arrive home. 

 

It is about a 13 hour ride one-way, without any stops.  (7 hours between Duluth and Bismarck and 6 
hours between Bismarck and Billings.) 

 

LODGING 

We will most likely stay at a congregation in Bismarck, ND on our way out to Billings and our way home.   

While in Billings we will be housed (most likely) at American Lutheran Church.  It’s a wonderful church 
community and space for us to live during the week.  Showers are available at the YMCA about a block 
from the church. 

 

 



 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 

While this is about our time in Billings, it is also about how we grow as individuals and as a group, 
through bible study, learning about our community, and how we bond as a group. Having intentional 
time as a group is crucial for the whole experience to be the most beneficial for all those involved.  It’s 
worth making an investment of time to support the investment of money.  The expectation is that all 
youth and adults attending the trip will meet monthly on the 4th Sunday of each month following 
worship from noon-1:30pm.   

Save the dates of: 
February 23 
March 22 
April 26 
May 17 (3rd Sunday due to holiday weekend the 4th Sunday). 

 

COST 

The anticipated cost for the trip is $550.  This includes transportation, meals, and entertainment. 

 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE 

Non-Refundable deposit to hold your spot:  $50 due February 9 

Payment 1:  $150 due March 22 

Payment 2:  $150 due May 17 

Payment 3:  Remaining balance (after fundraising) due June 21 

 

FUNDRAISING 

Families, with the help of Deb, will organize fundraising opportunities for this upcoming winter/spring to 
help support the youth attending the trip.  We’ll brainstorm, plan, and delegate how we want to 
fundraise.  This is an all hands on deck sort of a thing!  And while it’s about raising funds, it’s also about 
building community within our group while raising awareness within the congregation about what they 
are supporting and investing in. 

Fundraiser on the calendar: 
January 20th – Bag and sell pasties.  Sign up with Kathy Watczak 

 


