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Address Service Requested 

 

Pastor Hagen Presents:   

“Women Who Walked With Jesus” 

 

February 17  “Mary of Magdala” 

February 24  “Mary of Bethany”     

March 10 “Martha”  

March 17  “Joanna” 

March 24 “Salome”  

April 28 Palm Sunday  

May 1  Maundy Thursday  

May 2 Good Friday 

May 4 Easter Sunday 

 

Mid-week services will be held virtually on “Zoom”.  Participants 

can join with video or with sound only, though you will still be 

able to see the others participating.  Log in information will be 

made available on Elim’s private Facebook page or by calling Deb.  

Deb can also help walk you though how to log-in if this is your first 

time using Zoom. 

Summary of What’s Happening At Elim Lutheran Church  February  - 2021 

 

Elim’s Virtual  

Worship Grows 

 

Since the onset of restrictions 

that has curtailed Elim from  

worshipping in person since last 

March, Elim has provided an  

opportunity for members and 

friends to join together on Sunday 

mornings for virtual worship.  It 

was a bit odd at first, sitting in our 

living rooms and kitchens while a 

worship service was being held.  

But over time the oddity morphed 

into familiarity and people began 

participating more in the liturgy 

and hymns.  Along with the nor-

malizing of this way of worship 

came a steady growth in the  

number of people logging on.  

And not just young people.  Long 

time members are finding Sunday 

worship a time for connecting 

with their friends that they  

haven’t seen in person for the 

past year.  There is even  

Communion on every first and 

third Sundays of the month, just 

like when Elim met in person.   

If you would like to reconnect 

with Elim members as together 

we worship our Lord and Savior, 

talk to Deb about how to log-in or 

check out Elim’s Facebook page. 

 

Contact Us 
 

Give us a call for more  

information.  

 

Elim Lutheran Church  

6101 Cody Street  

Duluth, MN  55807  

 

(218) 624-2690  

info@elimlc.com  

Pastorhagen@elimlc.com  

DebW@elimlc.com  

 

Visit us on the web at: 

  

 

 

 

 

Pastor Jim to Retire  

May 31. 

   



Annual Meeting  

Due to Elim being closed to 

in person gatherings, the 

Church Council recently 

passed a continuing  

resolution stating that the 

2020 Annual Meeting of the 

Congregation will be  

postponed until members 

can once again gather for 

worship.  The motion states 

that the Church Council will 

hold Elim ’s 2020 Annual 

Meeting within 30 days of 

reopening the church for in 

person worship.   

 

As soon as it is completed 

the 2020 Annual Report will 

be posted on Elim ’s webpage 

at: www.elimlc.com.   This 

report will not include any of 

the Financial Reports as 

these are for members only.  

If you would like a physical 

copy of the Annual Report 

and the year-end Financial 

Reports please contact  

Pastor Hagen at:  

pastorhagen@elimlc.com or 

Deb at: DebW@elimlc.com.   

Arrangements will be made 

to have a report delivered to 

you.  These reports will also 

be available for members to 

pick up once the church    

reopens. 

 

Phased Reopening Plan  

There is no doubt that members want to know when Elim’s Council will  

reopen the building.  As a part of Elim’s Preparedness Plan, the following 

guidelines were implemented by the Church Council in order to instruct and 

inform our reopening. 

 

1. After 14 consecutive days of reduced positive cases in St. Louis County, 

     Elim will move up to the next phase. 

2. After 14 consecutive days of increased positive cases in St. Louis  

        County,  Elim will go back to the previous phase. 

3. During phases 1-5, masks and social distancing will be mandatory. 

4. Groups will be responsible for cleaning and sanitizing all areas used.   

5. The entire building will not be open to these groups, just the area they 

need for their activities.  

 

Phases of Reopening 
 

Phase 1:  Building access is limited to specific work and ministry 

  prep/planning; arranged with the office or church council. 

Phase 2:  Building use expands to provide use for small groups of 12 

  or fewer (council meetings, committee meetings, line  

  dancing, Bible study, etc.); arranged with the office or 

  church council. 

Phase 3:  Building use expands to allow for group activities of 25 or 

  less.  Restrictions on singing, communion, and other  

  activities will be in place as necessary. 

Phase 4:  Building use expands to worship services (group sizes  

  dependent on social distancing).  Restrictions on activities 

  as necessary. 

Phase 5:  Building use expands to after worship fellowship (no food/

  drink) 

Phase 6:  Building use expands to coffee hour and after worship 

  fellowship, meals, whatever. 

 

Currently, Elim remains in Phase 1.  Each month the Church Council receives 

guidance from St. Louis county on the rate of COVID-19.  Though there has 

been some decreases recently, there has also been some increases in the 

weekly rate of infection over the past couple of months.  It is hoped that 

with the expanding availability of vaccines these rate will start to show a 

steady decrease and Elim can begin reopening. 

 
 

 

 

 

After 25 Years 

 

It’s hard to believe how fast the years have gone by.  After twenty-five years of pastoral ministry at Elim, I  

announced that I would be retiring on May 31.   I realize that Elim is not yet allowing in person gatherings and I 

don’t know if it will be by the end of May.  This made my decision more difficult.  But one thing is clear to me, I do 

not want to leave the church without good pastoral leadership as you moves through this pandemic.  To this end, 

the Church Council and I have been in discussion over what the transition will look like in the months ahead.  Here 

is a summary of what you can expect. 

•  The Church Council will be in communication with the Synod Office to  

 request Interim Pastoral ministry after I leave.  The Council is presently  

 considering calling a part-time Interim pastor.  The interim pastor will lead 

 worship  and perform other pastoral duties at Elim for approximately a 

 year.   During that time the interim pastor will also work with Elim in doing a 

       self-evaluation, working through any conflicts and seeking God’s direction 

   for the Church’s future.   

•  The Church Council has asked Deb to assist Elim in the transition by 

 providing much of the day to day ministry that Elim members have come 

 to expect, along with continuing to provide excellent youth ministry.  The 

 Council and Deb will be informing the congregation what specific duties Deb will be taking on and what 

 she will not be expected to do.  The Council asks the congregation to respect these duties and limitations. 

•  Eventually, a Call Committee consisting of a wide representation of the  

 congregation will be organized to interview pastoral candidates leading to 

 the calling of a new pastor. 

 

What can you expect from me after I retire? 

One of the safeguards that the ELCA has put in place is the need for former pastors to completely divest  

themselves from their previous ministry when they leave.  This is probably the hardest 

part of any transition but it is also the most necessary if the new pastor will have a 

chance to successfully provide leadership and vision into the future.  This means that 

once I retires I… 

•  Will not be coming to worship at Elim or leading worship at Elim. 

•  Will not be conducting funerals, weddings, confirmations, hospital  

 visitations or any other pastoral ministry for Elim. 

•  Will not be providing counsel or opinions about decisions made by the new 

 pastor or the leadership of Elim.   

At the same time... 

•  I can come to occasional social events if invited and upon approval of the 

 new pastor. 

•  I can continue friendships that have been made over the years as long as 

 there is no misunderstanding that the relationship is one of friendship and 

 not ministry. 

•  I will be looking to join another congregation in the area. 

•  Denise and I will be staying in Hermantown.  We have no desire to move 

 out of the Duluth area. 

My family and I cannot express our deepest love for all the members of Elim.  You 

have provided us with joy and support that will not be forgotten.  Thank you for all 

the wonderful memories and as always… 

       Live Victoriously! 


